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DEDICATION, 


To all the an ola! in 4 
and Weſtminſter, Right Honoura- 
ble, Right Worſhipful Knights, 
Sgquires, Gentlemen, Tradeſmen 
and Mechanicks, by whatever 
Names or Titles — or di- 
i } ra greeting. 


Bis ht Noble, ond Right Honeſt SIA; : 
| 5 DS DH HE following Dilc Laa 2255 
VE Al long into my TE 
0 4 which I found much e | 
Pt fort and Conſolation, I la. 

8 bour 'd to put it into our Language, Ze 
ing ſenſible how great a Number of us 
dwelt in this Land, and bow the Wicks 
ed and Inconfs rake daily taſult andload 
us 5, 2a See, not remembering th | 

L "2s > 


KY 
. 


— — 


1 3 
« 


| gas - 2. Þ 9, e af us e FUN 
| the F the weaker Veſſel, and 
he fell Pſuaſnsof Mn the | 

prevaileth with her to comply withcarnal 
Deſres. But now, Bretheren, let us | 
manfully ariſe in Defence of our Selves 
| and Mives: And fmce wwe exceed in 
Number above all others, let us ſilence 
theſe vile Scoffers, by ſhewing how lit- 

tle Wwe regard their Cenſures. | Let us 
make Advantage of bur Wives Gifts, 

md ſtudy bow. to auoment the Number 

of our ety The choſen People were 

' promiſed to have theiy Horns exalted ;; 
let ours be ſo, let us lift up our Heads 
boldly, which are thus arm'd, and defy 

our Enemies. Who does not love that 

| which is lovely? our Wines are lovely, 
ey ſhould they not be beloved? and if 
bh labour, why ſhould they not reap the 
Fut of thar Ladet © We live in an 


Fo Ave where Men ſell their Conſcieuces 
Je a Brite, why ſhould not ae then ſell 

| pur Hives Favours for good Poſts and 
Pretious Things? Brethren, can a Man 
ave the Aſſurance to cenſure a Man 


DEDICATION. 
for the Sale of bis Wife, that will ſell 
his Country? Who can condemn us wth 
reaſon ? we ſeldom care for our IM ives, 
yet are contemn'd, if we let others enjoy 
them, and provide for them. I bope 
in this Age, when we are grown clear 
ſabted, and all our old Principles deſpi- 
ſed, when we may live as we pleaſe, 
and none interrupt us, unleſs we offend 
the Government, we may be allowed to 
diſpoſe of our Wrves as we pleaſe, and 
to give them what Liberties we think 
fit. Let us then appear to be Cuckold 
by our own Choice ; ond ſince it is not in 
the Power of a Man to confine a Wo- 
man to himſelf, no more than always to 
love her, let us diſcreetly wink at their 
Stealths, and pay them in their own 
Coin, till the 3 of Cuckold be ac- 
counted as honourable as that of Huſ- 
Band; and then I will declare mane, and 
tell you who preſents this to you, 
And is your Sincere 
Friend and BRoTHars. 
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had with the Se 


gt, fo well expreſs the 


Oondition of Husbands in this Age, that 


I fvems properly 0 have been made for 


them;,.and ag if che firſt, Man addreſs'd 
-himſelf to God in 


Au che Behalf of himſelf, but of all his un- 
fortunate Poſterity; and indeed, where is 
the happy — 4 the Husband, that has 
mot Occaſion to make uſe of theſe ſad Ex- 


pfeſſions, and may not juſtly make t is 
Complatnt, and ſay, with Sorrow and Con- 
fuſion of Face, Domine, &c. We are the 
wWretched Offspring of an unfortunate and 
Weed Father, and have ppt only inhe- 
ritẽd his Crime, but alſo the Puniſhment 
and Shame attending it; that is to fay. the 
forked Branches of that curſed Tree which 
Men, and, perhaps, grows on the Fore- | 
heads of moſt of the married Men in this 
Congregation, who at preſent hear my Ex- 
Nov if theſe injured Perſons could but 
have the poor Comfort of hearing their 
Meighbours complain of their Wropgs pub- 
Jidkly, it might perhaps mitigate their Sor- 
mos. But Oh! unhappy Fate, ſuch is the 
ad. Deſtiny of moſt Cuckolds, that their 
Misfortunè is, almoſt, always the Subject 
of Mens Mirth ; and inſtead of being heard 
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theſe Terms, not only 


dich a due Concern and Compaſſion, their 


| | Brothers amongſt ham, pe 
ld, our Fathers, Grandfathe 
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wil 
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"8 TT | 
l Lamentations draw upon them only the 
Contempt and Kailery of all thoſe. that 
hear them; ſo that the greater Part of, 
Mankind are obliged to, bewail, their 
Wives Frailties in Secret, and ſuffer a Kid. 
of Martyrdom, the moſt cruel of all o-, 
thers, becauſe they dare not cmplain, 
or make known the Cauſe of their Grief; 
nay, they are even forced to ſtifle their. 
Groans, refrain their Tears, and keep their, 
Sorrows cloſely lock d up in their own. Bo- 
bs, dhe Lead) to bunk wic Paten, . 
9 . enen 
In truth, Bretheren, we muſt hau but 
little Charity, or indeed, none at all, ta, 
leave theſe our afflicted Brothers in this fd 
Condition alone, or turn our Backs upory; 
ther all marry, that we may be like them 


| 128 2 aer 
of whom it may be juſtly ſaid, as the Pre-, 


v vn 


phet Jeremiah did of the afflicted City of, 
Jeruſalem. Plorans ploravit in nocte, & lars 
crime eorum. in maxillis, non e 94 you 5 
tur eos. Lamen. Jer. Ch. 1. Ver. 2, No ' 
then, een now, having conſidered. their. 
Pain and Sufferings, 46 tat acquain=, 
ted with their Miſery, , let us ſeek out for: 
ſome Remedy, to heal;the Anguiſh of their 
Minds, and ſhew our Chaxity to theſe dur 
"perhaps, wee hall, 
rs, Sons and 


B 2 Ance 


4 


2 
2 


2 


* 
, 4 | ? ” , 
2c D — RO Os 8 7 A NA 
* „ e 1 4 Na 4 Pr - — 4 % * 1 * P4 "4 282— n 
— r AP J) EAT Oe WR OY OT A es 0 1 as K W * 2 * . " v=o 
— - N « F L f ' p y 
r WARE 14 2 1 nnn Deinen A 


6 33 - ores ann — a 8 2 


— w Ave wr,” - 


| ! 23 

Anceſtors, let | comfort them, to which 
Ewilk put Kay gs Hand, and fhall, in 
the follbwi of this Diſcourſe; endea- 
vour to make ap 17 5 r two Things of great 
Moment; e is not 
at an Evil as they imagine; and ſe- 
CON an were it as amet and inju- 
riqus as they wrongly conceive it to be, yet 
right! con bac the great Number of 
1 50 Fe ellow rers, 55 how General 
1 A Masfortune:is' amangft Men, they have 
5 of Ret cal for to be troubled at it any more than 
&>&nefs or Death, "which is common to 
Ys Men. . r 3 
firſt 1 maln b with eving, 

92 ere is Sang titore abſurd, or ridi- 

ches, Bag Teatouſy; and the falſe Ideas 

Men habe form d of Cuckoldem; the) lock 
dn it fs Ee, becaufe it ts efleem mt - 
moys; but alas?. how miſtaken are Men, 
2 Pllantom, a. Shadow which 
iris ren. none but Fools and mad 


" why thould 4 Man be aſhamed of 

9 7 1 is common to all Men, an 
is epidemical, a Misfattune that 

TS” aden the marry'd, State, and va- 

JESS e | Gestion that entirely de epetids on 

B * N a ne Lact Fg * Woman; 

920 14 


Jelüßon, and büßt to be . 
We ben l e AS, bels 2 


13) J 
real Inj to a Man's Reputation or Fame, 
ſince 1t ary nds not on 1 f Will nor Con- 
ſent; all that is done involuntarily,” ſays 
the Philoſophers, does no ways concern a 
Man, nor can harm his Fame; and what is 
there done. more againſt a Man- s Will than 
his Wite's. cuckolding him? I would fain 
expoſtulate with you, Oh! you jealous diſ- 
contented Men, who. believe your ſelves 
Cuckolds, who ſigh and murmur in Secret, 
and rake ſuch, Pains to diſcover a Truth 
you ought to avoid knowing, and take ſo 
many needleſs Precautions, to prevent, what 
you call, your Diſhonour. Tell me then, 
is it not againſt your Wills that, You. are 
Cuckolds? and conſequently it cannot harm, 
your Honours, or be imputed to Tu as 2. 
| Crime. 5 
1 truth, what: an Abſurdity is > it ha 
Men to think a Man's Reputation 40 
on his Wife's Chaſtity, and bar he ef 


Nespy bred Aſt inp it into 108 e 
that a Nan s good Name was in his Wife's. 
Hands, and that Fae . In diverting her ſelf, 
could Joad gp wich eternal Shame and Re- 


1 ; FI Te proach, 


(14 I ZW 
PTE "Hake 1 the moſt wretched | 
of Men, "hy only preferring a Riyal to him 
in her private houghts and Embraces. 
5 Brethren, how miſerable were we 
if this were really true, and that our good 
Names e on our Wives Behaviour, 
at is. oo Ay, on, the capricious Humour 9 
Worn, Which of all things in Nature is 
underta tain and changeable, being a Sex 
5 25 Inclined, to that Inconſtant Paſſion, 
af Love, ad that tho” we can be no 1250 ac, 


9 
10 ni 


} : © y 


out Vie i Partners, ye 
ld be Bio to be 20 


82 


15 10 1 in Js MF: 
tin ac B 3 Cuckoldon' * 


ws 12 far from * Hog 2 4 Misfortutie or Evil, that, 


Ing - Cenfare, that it ou 


1 +48, b top, ether 


Ve may venture to ſay bo 1 05 without fear-. 
t rather, to, 1585 


EF W feen * 
ee know Brethren,” "the" Philofophicls 
AJ ccoupted that a Good m nich was eon- 
Fe A tain d Pr fit and. Plez te "theſe two Things. 
Ts UC oldom, Which 
Tall \Cucko Ids Ids do engt, hap 1 aun e 
the di 5 ot 16 blam any but them 
2 5 0 of. he: Pleafites 0 
Advantag Fl that Stare, 15 their own, ill U 
Temper 1 deptsviry of their Taſte. 8 


t Ii. F JE; S's : ; 


EF 


mm the firſt Place, to convince .you- of 
this Truth, that Cuckoldom brings Plea- 
' ſure; 1 ſhall addreſs my ſelf to you Cuckolds 


- who are prudent, wile and difcreet, who 
have Eyes and ſee not, Ears ahd hear not, 
© ahd do not underſtand, who open not your 
Mouths according to the Words of tlie 
royal Pſalmiſt; tell me peaceahle Hul- 


bands, if your Wives, willing to conceal 


their Sports from you, and defjraus'to keep 


you quiet, do not daily redouble their Ca- 


refſes, and grow more obliging, ſtill an- 
ſwering your Wiſhes and Defires? Tell me, 
do they ever trouble themſelves to diſturb 
your Pleaſures, or by idle ſufpiciqus Jea- 


#4 


louſy and loud Clamours vex you? Tell 


| [me in fine, if you have any Cauſe to com. 
plein of their Coldneſs, and if they gte not 


Prodigal of their Favours, or ever fail to 


meet your Love with as much Fire and good 


a 


_ "Humodt"as if they were ſincetely fond of 
you? and it is 4 known Truth, and Obſer- 
"vatiotr of all Mankind, that a Woman ne- 


ver fhevs more Affection to a Hasband, er 
is more reſpectful ind ſubmiſſivè to, orfonder 


* 


of him, than when ſhe betrays and cuckolds 


him. Is it not then à great Happiness to 
be one of theſe bleſſed Husbands? whit 
greater Pleaſure on Earth, or what greater 

zod can Man poſſeſs than fuch a Wife. 


We müſt therefore conclude, that this firſt 
ng \ 4 | C3 : N „ 4 e . e ot Point 


= ws £ 


„ & 


Expences of the fair ones, to whom. they 


7 16 ) 
Point is granted, that in Cuckoldom . 


ſure and Satisfaction is to be found; and 
hall therefore next proceed to ſhew, that it 


is no leſs profitable than pleaſant. 


How many Cuckolds „Brethren, are there > 
ah ! how great a Number, whoſe Horns are 


the Horns of Plenty, who have no other 


"Means but their Wives Kindneſs to live on, 
no other Rents or Revenues, but the Liber- 
ties gain'd by their laborious Wives; ſome 
creep. into conſiderable Poſts, and gain good 


"Employuients, who would crawl groveling 


on the Earth, if it were not for their 
Wives Intereſt: Ah! how many Men find 
their Houſes richly furniſhed, apd their Ta- 


bles well ſtored with Dainties, who would 


be reduced to ſhort. Commons and a hard 
Lodging, if their Wives had been born 
with les Beauty and Wit, or more Vertue. 


How many, . do we know? how 


many do jy daily meet with of theſe for- 
tunate Husbands? who, under the Shadow 
of their Horns . paſs their Lives ſweetly in 
"Pleaſure and Llenefs, whilſt the Bankers 
and great Men paſs theirs in Trouble and 
8 racking their Brains and impove- 

iſhing their Eſtates to maintain their Wives, 
ſending, their Days and ſleepleſs Nights in 
fudying how to anſwer - the extravagant 


- make their Court, and are fain to buy the 
|  Friend- 


— = 


0 17 
'E ne of thoſe mercenary Husbands 
whoſe Places they fill; Profit is therefore 
found in Cuckoldom as well as Pleaſure; 
and now this being plainly proved, how 
can we chuſe but be aſtoniſhed at the Blind- 
neſs and Folly of Mankind, who fear 
being Cuckolds, and take the moſt extraor- 
dinary Precautions to prevent it, and do the 
moſt extravagant Things to avoid it. Bre- 
thren, I would mention ſome of theſe prepo- 
ſterous Inventions which Men have made 
uſe of on this Occaſion, to make you more 
ſenſible how ridiculous Jealouſy. renders 
Nen! but fearing to make this Diſcourſe 
eem tedious to you, I decline it, being im- 


patient to proceed to the thit 4 a laſt 


Point, in which I promiſed to ſhew you, 
that Cuckoldom, granting it to be ndt ſo a- 


En to Man's Nature as I have repres, 


nted it; nay, allowing it to be a Misfor- 
e, yet the Men ought to be he e 


= contented with the Conſideration of the: 


great Number of thoſe that are in the fame 


ndition, and fhare their Fate. . 

Thirdly and laſtly, I muſt now, Bre. 
thren, preach a great ruth to you, having to 
 convinee you, that if Cackoldom be an E- 
vil, it is the moſt general of all thoſe that do 
befal Mankind; and thar if it be true, that 


5 paving x many Companions i in a Man's Miſs 
fortunes, is a ee to the Mhlcradle, | 


you 
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, kolds- from - 
Tithe. — ore mad ever; and 1 
fey 5 flely * there will be Cuckolds 


5 1 Und chelt 


Tate Prince; an 2 


en). 
ou Have all Reaſon to ir Tears, 
derate yout Grief, OL ION Tins 

lan; for you are flot, my Beloved, 
Nis © fir Carel: : 'thixe has” ee 'Cuc- 
inning, and is at this 


658 8 ors is Men and Women dwel- 


1 I ; 5 e tis ever been Cuckolds 


arable yrs 
_—_ 600 could 
forts appear: thro' 
h which their Temples 
emnbn was doubtleſs 
nd the Greeks being all — 
Famous: 


lent af Falsch, 


2 0 
to anten te the 


bee de we ee 


> Artny';* 5 in this high" Station, 
us, honoured” 15 not eſcape Cuc- 
om. "You ate no Snorant, Brechten, 
e ie Oy Zuckoldom, Wes che 
int {of artel, "which" 
Hofen to gelle Tal 4 Ho ths End, fell a Vi- 
Nc, auc dtr WH de was gone from his 
podath, ang hazing His Life daily to 
wenge th 6 


| td by 


< Avvo itn ial noir dow” Wo A EDS 14 oo att 


1 nne 
by his 7 his own Wife made 
| bun a Companion of his Brother's Fats, by 


PPP. A er I — a 


receiving Ægiſtes into her Arms, and Bed. 
Ihe firſt of the Roman Emperors, the he 
ad made himſelf Maſter of that great Em- 
pre, was: not more fortunate, for he cult 
| not be ſole; Maſter of his Wife, the! his 


Brows were covered with Laurel, ſecure 
from Thunder, yet he could not be ſechred 
from Horns; loaden with the rich Spoils.of 
his Enemies, yet could he not hinder him: 
ſelf from being robbidof his faithleſs Wifes 
Affection, or ſecure her Vertue, which Was, 
perhaps, the Thing he valued above the 
Mor ld. | wel? er e 

| Tiberius, as Tacitus obſerves, wasicurs = 


ning enough to circumvyent all thoſe fermi- 
dable Rivals Deſigns, ho diſputed the Em 
pire with him, yet could not ſecure hir 
ſelf fromibeing over? reached by thoſe which 
Love xais d him; they triumph d and gad q: 
their Ends in Spight of all the Precautiongg 
he topk to avoid the Intrigues of Cæſar 4. 
gripna, whoſe Wife he had taken away and 1 
married; all was in vain that he did, and 
could not prevent the infamous Julia from 
Continuing with this Prince, and it may be/, 3} 
with many others, the Debaucheries which 1 
ſhe ad all her Life time delighted in, and 
practiſed. I could add to theſe man other 
Examples, as of Claudius, Otho, and o- 
„ C 2 3 


eee 


» wa —_— 

' thers, and prove à long Deſcent of illuſtri- 
dus Cuckolds, ſome of whoſe Adventures 
are of later Date, and till freſh in Mens 

Memories, but I ſhall paſs them by in Si- 5 
tence, and not rake up their Aſhes and look 
into their Graves to revive their Misfor- 

tunes; I ſhall rather proceed and confine my 
felf to ſpeak only of the Cuckolds in this 

reſent Age now living, and I think I am 
not deceived, when ] venture to ſay, there 
are more now than ever, and my Reaſon is, 
becauſe the World is at this Day more po- 
pulous, and better inhabited than in paſt 
Ages. A moderri Author ſays, So many 
Husbands, ſo many Slaves mark'd in the 

Fotehead with the Mark of the Beaſt; - ſo 

many Victims doom'd to Cuckoldom:: But 
do not credit him upon his fingle Opinion 
only, my Beloved, but make it your Buſi- 

mei to look into this Matter your ſelves; 
cdi a curious Eye among your Acquaintance, 

| pry into the Merchant's Ware-Houſe, - and 
_ ſte who fits with his Wife above when he's 

Abroad, or in the Counting-Houſe ; viſit the 
Court,” the City, the Inns of Court, and be 
aſſured, my Beloved, you will find Horns 
every where: The Tradeſman is cuckolded 
by Kis Prentice, the Merchant by his Book- 
keeper, the. Lawyer by his Clerk, the Attor- 
ney by his beſt Client, the old Counſellor, 
and Judge, by his rich young noble Friend, 
„ | e | Or 
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ON ( 21 ) ; 
or his Domeſticks; nor is the Officer or 
Courtier exempt from this common Miſhap, 

for they all cuckold one another; nor is 
the Country more ſafe as to the marry'd 
State, for the Parſon 1s made a Cuckold by 


his Patron, the Landlord cuckolds his Coun- 
try Tenant; he that ſets up for a Member 


of Parliament, kiſſes the Mayoreſs and 
Burgeſſes Wives. In fine, Cuckoldom is a 
reigning Diſeaſe in every Place and Nation; 
no Age, Fortune, or Quality, can ſecure 4 
Man from being that faſhionable Creature, 
a Cuckold. 7 | 


Such, my Brethren, is the Condition of 


marry'd Men at this Day, at which we 
might grieve and be caſt down, were this 
Misfortune not ſo univerſal, and that there 
were in the whole World any one happy 
Corner, any fortunate Place where Men 
cou'd live with their Wives ſecured from 
being made Cuckolds; but, I dare boldly 
aver, the Source of the River Nilus is more 
eaſily to be found than any ſuch Place on 
Earth, where Women, ſurrounded with va- 
riety of Men, and permitted to converſe 
with Company, preſerve their Affections 
entire to the Husbands, Fate has diſpoſed 
i OE TT 7 1 1590 WT 
Ahl my Beloved, Love reigns in all 
Places, and exerciſes his Power on every 


Female Heart; he takes Delight to mani- 


5 feſt 


+ ws 

feſt his Power in ſeparating the tender Hu 
bands and the faithful Wives, and by in? 
ning our Souls witli new AﬀeRions, e&+ 
foes our: former Palins, and breaks the 
Nuptial Union, cauſes Divarees, and parts 
thotc wn Heaven has joyned together, 
by the moſt ſacred, and ſtrongeſt Ties. 

Comfort your ſelves then, Brethren, be 


content alcho your Wives are not true to 


ur Beds, but ſuffer themſelves toche led 
the warm /Inclinations of their Bloed, 
and eck to gratiſy their 3 | 
in the Arms of others. content, Bro- 
chers, and conſider how common this Miſ⸗- 
fortuna is amongſt Men, your Predeceſſors 
endured it; vou have nt pre ſent Fellow- 
Sufferers of all Degrees, and ali Natians, 
and in all Stations and,, as told 31ou-be- 
fore, you will have a coritant - — 
of Cutkolds to the and of the World. 
Mes, my Brethren, thare will be no want 
af Cuckold lo long as there are Husbands 
an the World; and tis well we thalll not 
marry after Death, or elfethare-wouldbemo 
End of them to Eternity, all Things im this 
World are changeable, but Women and they 
Will never change, to be all vertuous; they 
have been inconſtant and falſe from the Be- 
iginning, and will he ſq to the End; the paſt 
adnd proſent.are aſſured Teſtimonies to us of 
hat is to come. But whether —_ the 
: cat 


— RI 


= 
Heart of un indiſereet Zeal carry me? 'Bre- 
thren, I Had almoſt forgot that we have 
talk d long enough on this unpleaſant Sub- 
ject, and that it is time to "finiſh my Diſ- 
courſe; with which, perhaps, you are al- 
ready tired, I have ſhown you what! pro- 
poſed, firſt, that Cuckeldem is not fo 
great an Evil as Men conceive it to be. t 
And, - ſecondly, that if it were what they, 
imagine, yet being ſo univerſal, they ſhould 4 
confolatethemſelves with thatCorifideration. | 
Nothing more remains, but tliat 1 fibw E 
hort you, being full of Compaſſion towards 
Thee and deſiring to heal your” wounded 
learts, aſſwage your Griefs, and undeceive | 
your Underſtandings, who, ingeniouſty,  }: 
torment your ſelves. Ah! Brethren, let 
me adviſe: you, renounce this falſe Notion, 4: 
| and unjuſt Prejudice to being Cuckolds; 44 
fear it not, but henceforward look on it "mJ 
with Indifference, and live with your Wives | 
and their Gallants in fo —_— and peace. 


POST 
12 


able a Manner, that their Pleaſures may be 1 
no Interruption to yours, nor give you any 3 
Diſquiet; Peace is the Way to Heaven, Pa- 1; 
tience the beſt Guide, and Love the Por- | 


ter that opens the Gates to Bliſs. Be not 
revengeful then and full of Wrath againſt 13 
the Wives of your Boſom, who labour for 4 
your Eaſe and Advantage, to gain you Pre- 3 
ferments, encreaſe the Number of your 
Friends, 


n 


« py F 2 = 


Fatigue and Trouble; live then hap 


under veur own Vines wih our klein. 
mates, whilſt your Horns, like ſpreading 


Palms, tho preſs d down with your Hats 
and Wigs, encreaſe, -and flouriſh, 

ing to the Clouds ; proud, Cedars,  - | 
and eternize your Names to all Polterity, | 
e of being remember d;be. |: 
your 5 Patience will 2 1 55 2 8 . 
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